Lava takes on this flamboyant colour because of the physical phenomenon of incandescence: when an
object is heated to a high temperature, it emits light. The word derives from the Latin candescere, "to
become white”,

referring to materials that emit white light at high temperatures. An object is only considered incandescent
when the emission of light due to its heating reaches its maximum: the temperature at which this
phenomenon occurs and t’he colour of the light emitted are variable elements depending on the physical
properties of the obje‘cmqltestion. However, we know that all solid or liquid substances begin to emit
visible light at about 525°C, becoming reddish, as does the lava of a volcano. This temperature limit is
called the Draper point and is defined as the tgﬂb rature above which almost all solid materials glow
visibly due to blackb y radiation.’ e glow d S ade belowth|s temperature but it is too weak in the
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